How to Use This Guide
This field guide is designed as a working reference, not a book to be read cover to cover.
Use it the way you would use a tool:
* Start with Search & Mislisting Systems when looking for new material.
* Use MPS+ Scoring to quickly assess whether a listing is worth attention.
* Consult Negotiation & Offer Strategy only after an item clears that threshold.
* Refer to Ship-by-Ship Appendices for context, common mislistings, and priority targets.
* Use the Photographic Authenticity section to avoid costly mistakes before purchasing.
* Keep the Insurance Appendix current as the collection grows.

The guide is intentionally modular. No section needs to be memorized, and not every section
will be used every time.

Trust your judgment first; use this guide to confirm, not override, your instincts.

Updates and refinements are expected over time. The goal is not perfection, but consistency,
discipline, and confidence in collecting historically significant material.



OCEAN LINER COLLECTOR FIELD GUIDE

Ultimate Master Binder Edition
White Star Line ® Cunard Line * Hamburg-America / Leviathan ¢ United States Lines

Acquisition ¢ Authentication ¢ Negotiation ¢ Valuation e Insurance



EDITORIAL NOTE & TABLE OF CONTENTS

This binder is organized as a working reference manual rather than a narrative book. Sections are
ordered to match real-world decision flow: identification = evaluation - acquisition - documentation.
Redundancy has been intentionally removed; where guidance appears, it is authoritative.
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Ocean Liner Collector Field Guide

A comprehensive acquisition, valuation, negotiation, and insurance guide for historically significant
ocean liner material.

* Primary-source document focus
* Mislisting-driven discovery

* Budget-disciplined acquisition



1. Collecting Philosophy

This guide prioritizes historically dense primary documents over decorative memorabilia. It is designed to
help collectors acquire meaningful ocean liner material without paying collector-premium pricing.

* Operational context over aesthetics
* Replacement difficulty over purchase price

* Patience over competition

2. Document Hierarchy

* Crew documents

* Operational notices

* Passenger and immigration records
* Second and third class menus

* Shipping line correspondence

* Baggage labels

3. One-Look Photo Check

* PASS if no ship or line visible
* PASS if decorative or modern
* BUY-lean if boring and official

* BUY if ship + date + role visible

4. Mislisting Indicators
* Generic titles

* Wrong category

* Estate language

* Ship hidden in photos



5. Search Systems
Core Micro-Searches:

* old ship paper

* old steamship paper
* ship paper estate

* old ocean menu

* passenger inspection paper

6. Price Baselines

Document Type FMV Range
Crew documents $75-5200+
Sailing notices $75-5175
Passenger papers $75-5150
2nd/3rd class menus S60-$150

7. Negotiation Strategy
* Long-listed items create leverage
* One offer only

* Fast payment advantage

8. Daily & Weekly Routines

* Daily: alerts + scans

*  Weekly: deep sweep + offers




9. Insurance & Documentation
* (Catalog with images
* Insurance appendix

i Replacement-focused valuation



EXPANDED MPS+ SCORING & NEGOTIATION APPENDIX

This appendix restores the full scoring depth and negotiation logic used throughout the field guide,
providing detailed criteria, modifiers, and edge cases.

MPS+ SCORING SYSTEM (EXPANDED)

Base Mislisting Score (0-5)

* 0-—Correctly titled, optimal category, dealer-style listing

* 1-Mild category error OR vague title

* 2 -—Generic title + weak category mismatch

* 3 —Estate language OR ship/line visible only in photos

* 4 - Multiple mislisting signals (wrong category + generic title + poor photos)
* 5-—Severe mislisting (no ship mentioned, misidentified line, seller uncertainty)
Context Bonus (0-3)

* +1—Clear ship or line identification

* +1 - Date, voyage, or named individual present

* +1 - Operational or functional purpose (crew, inspection, clearance)
Price Modifier (-2 to +2)

* +2— Asking price well below baseline FMV

* +1 - Fair price with strong context

* 0- Neutral or unclear pricing

e -1 - Mildly overpriced but negotiable

e -2 -—Significantly overpriced or hype-driven

Interpretation Thresholds

* 8-10 - BUY immediately

* 6-7 - BUY or strong WATCH

* 4-5- WATCH only

* 0-3->PASS



NEGOTIATION & OFFER STRATEGY (EXPANDED)

Listing Age Leverage

Days Listed Typical Leverage Offer Guidance
30-60 Low 10-15% below
60-90 Moderate 15-25% below
90-180 High 25-40% below
180+ Very High 35-50% below

Seller Psychology Signals

* Estate language - price flexibility

* Re-listed item = previous offer failure

* Long description, low views = niche fatigue

* Firm language early softens with time

When NOT to Negotiate

*  Freshly listed + strong context + fair price

*  High competition or multiple watchers

*  Truly scarce Tier-1 material

Counter-Offer Handling

*  Small counter - meet once, then stop

* large counter = restate original position

* Silence = wait; many sellers return




Negotiation Offer & Counter Offer Scripts

Use these scripts as written or with light personalization. Do not educate the seller.

Initial Offer Scripts
Long listed item (60—-180+ days):

“Hello — I've been watching this for a while and wanted to make a fair offer based on recent
comparable material. | can pay immediately. Thank you for considering.”

Estate / uncertain seller:

“Hello — | collect original ship and ocean liner material and am interested in this piece. | wanted
to make a respectful offer and would be happy to pay promptly.”

Clear mislisting / undervalued item:

“Hello — I'm interested in this item and wanted to make an offer that reflects current market
value. Immediate payment is no problem.”

Counter Offer Responses

Small counter (meet once):

“Thank you — | can meet you at $SX and pay immediately.”
High counter (hold position):

“Thank you for the response. I’'m comfortable at my original offer, but | understand if that
doesn’t work for you.”

No response after counter:

Wait 7-10 days, then resend your original offer unchanged once. No additional explanation.
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White Star Line — Ship-by-Ship Collector Appendix

A focused reference appendix detailing historically significant White Star Line vessels, with acquisition
priorities, mislisting behavior, and pricing realities.
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RMS Olympic

Overview
* Lead ship of the Olympic-class
* Longest-serving of her class

* Extensive operational lifespan creates large surviving paper trail

Priority Document Targets

* Crew service documents and passes

* Sailing notices and internal circulars

* Passenger inspection and immigration records

* Second and third class menus

Common Mislistings & Confusions
* Listed as generic 'Titanic related'
* Menus listed without ship in title

* Crew documents misfiled as military or labor records

Price & Rarity Notes
* Crew documents: premium but justified
* Menus: abundant, price-sensitive

* Operational documents: undervalued relative to importance
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MV Britannic (1930)

Overview
* Motor vessel, not a steamship
* Frequently confused with HMHS Britannic

* Major source of mislistings

Priority Document Targets
* Crew and engineering documents
* Operational notices

* Third class menus e Passenger papers

Common Mislistings & Confusions
* Incorrectly labeled HMHS Britannic
* Grouped with Titanic material

* Generic 'old ship paper' listings

Price & Rarity Notes
* Undervalued due to name confusion
* Menus often priced low

* Crew docs scarce and strong targets
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SS Adriatic

Overview
e Largest White Star ship before Olympic-class

¢ Important transitional vessel

Priority Document Targets
¢ Passenger lists and inspection papers
e Line correspondence

* Second class menus

Common Mislistings & Confusions
o Listed without line attribution

e Confused with other Adriatic-named vessels

Price & Rarity Notes
¢ Moderate availability

¢ Often undervalued compared to Olympic-class ships
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SS Baltic

Overview
¢ Big Four class vessel

¢ Heavy emigrant traffic

Priority Document Targets
e Passenger and immigration documents
¢ Crew records

* Operational notices

Common Mislistings & Confusions
e Buried in genealogy categories

e Listed by port rather than ship

Price & Rarity Notes
¢ Passenger papers strong value

* Operational documents scarce
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SS Doric

Overview
* Smaller White Star liner

* Lower collector attention

Priority Document Targets
* Menus
¢ Passenger documents

e Line stationery

Common Mislistings & Confusions
¢ Generic 'old menu' listings

* No line attribution

Price & Rarity Notes
¢ Excellent value ship

e Low competition
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RMS Majestic (ex-Bismarck)

Overview
e Largest ship in the world at entry to service

e German origins create mislisting opportunities

Priority Document Targets
* Transition-era documents
* Crew material

* Operational notices

Common Mislistings & Confusions
e Listed under German shipping

* No White Star mention

Price & Rarity Notes
¢ Operational documents undervalued

¢ Decorative material overpriced

17



Cunard Line — Ship-by-Ship Collector Appendix

A focused appendix covering major Cunard liners, emphasizing mislisting behavior, historical context,
and disciplined acquisition priorities.
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RMS Aquitania

Overview
® One of Cunard’s longest-serving liners
¢ Operated through both World Wars

¢ Exceptionally rich documentary trail

Priority Document Targets

¢ Voyage-grouped menus

¢ Troop transport documents

e Passenger inspection papers

* Crew service material

Common Mislistings & Confusions
¢ Generic 'old ship menu' titles

o WWI/WWII material listed as military ephemera

Price & Rarity Notes
¢ Single menus common; voyage sets undervalued

¢ Operational documents scarce and strong
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RMS Queen Mary

Overview
¢ |conic Art Deco superliner

¢ Heavy souvenir production masks documents

Priority Document Targets
e Crew documents
e Operational notices

¢ Early service passenger papers

Common Mislistings & Confusions
* Souvenir items mislabeled as documents

* Menus sold as décor

Price & Rarity Notes
¢ Decorative material overpriced

e Operational papers undervalued
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RMS Mauretania (1906)

Overview
¢ Speed record holder

¢ Highly collected and competitive

Priority Document Targets
¢ Crew documents
* Pre-war operational papers

® Passenger lists

Common Mislistings & Confusions
¢ Optimized titles inflate pricing

e Decorative menus oversold

Price & Rarity Notes
e Premium pricing common

¢ Look for misfiled operational items
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RMS Mauretania (1938)

Overview
e Often confused with earlier Mauretania

e Post-war service era

Priority Document Targets
¢ Passenger documents
* Crew records

* Menus with date context

Common Mislistings & Confusions
e Listings fail to distinguish Mauretania Il

* Photos reveal which ship

Price & Rarity Notes
¢ Generally undervalued

* Name confusion suppresses price
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SS Doric

¢ Low collector competition

¢ Excellent value for menus and passenger papers

23



RMS Majestic (ex-Bismarck)

e German origin creates cross-listing opportunities

¢ Often listed under Hamburg-America context
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CUNARD LINE
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RMS Aquitania

* Long service creates deep paper trail
¢ Voyage-grouped material undervalued

* Troopship documents often misfiled
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RMS Queen Mary

® Souvenir saturation hides documents

¢ Operational papers are primary targets
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RMS Mauretania (1906)

¢ High collector competition

¢ Look for misfiled operational material
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RMS Mauretania (1938)

¢ Name confusion suppresses value

¢ Passenger and crew documents undervalued
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United States Lines — Ship-by-Ship Collector Appendix

A focused appendix covering United States Lines vessels, emphasizing documentary material,
government crossover mislistings, and postwar valuation realities
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SS United States (1952)

Overview
® Fastest ocean liner ever built; holder of the Blue Riband
¢ Designed with rapid military conversion in mind

¢ Extensive overlap with U.S. government and defense paperwork

Priority Document Targets

¢ Crew service cards and maritime union documents
® Passenger inspection and immigration forms

¢ Port clearance and customs paperwork

¢ U.S. Lines operational notices and circulars

e Government transport or readiness memoranda

Common Mislistings & Confusions

e Listed as U.S. Navy or Cold War military ephemera
¢ Filed under immigration or genealogy categories

* Generic titles such as 'government ship paperwork'

¢ Ship name visible only in letterhead or stamps

Price & Rarity Notes

¢ Crew documents: strong value relative to importance

¢ Passenger papers: steady but under-competitive pricing

¢ Operational and government-linked material scarce and desirable

¢ Decorative first-class material often overpriced

Strategy Notes
e Prioritize function-heavy documents over souvenirs
¢ Search outside maritime categories

¢ Be patient; mislistings appear regularly
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SS America (1940)

Overview
e Major U.S. liner with long civilian and military service

e Later renamed and repurposed multiple times

Priority Document Targets

e Early service passenger documents
¢ Wartime conversion paperwork

¢ Crew records and service cards

¢ U.S. Lines correspondence

Common Mislistings & Confusions
e Listed solely as military transport material

¢ Confused with later incarnations

Price & Rarity Notes
¢ Passenger papers modestly priced

¢ Wartime documents undervalued relative to significance

Strategy Notes
¢ Focus on clearly dated early service material

¢ Leverage name-change confusion
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SS Leviathan (ex-Vaterland)

¢ Originally Hamburg-America Line vessel 'Vaterland'

e Rebranded as SS Leviathan under U.S. control

e Material frequently split across German, U.S., and generic ship listings

¢ Passenger documents often misfiled under immigration or Ellis Island categories
¢ Operational material scarce and undervalued

Hamburg-America Line (HAPAG)

¢ German-language listings reduce competition

¢ Often misattributed to generic 'German steamship'

* Passenger lists and correspondence frequently overlooked

¢ Crossovers with White Star and Cunard material via port documentation.

CROSSOVER SPOTTING GUIDE

¢ Ship renames hide value (Vaterland - Leviathan, Bismarck - Majestic)
¢ Nationality changes cause category errors

¢ War-era material often misfiled as military ephemera

¢ Passenger documents follow people, not ships

® Port-based searches reveal crossover material
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Insurance Appendix — Ocean Liner Collection

This appendix is designed for insurance documentation and appraisal support. It summarizes valuation

logic, documentation standards, and collection-level risk considerations for historically significant ocean
liner material.

Purpose

To accompany a detailed catalog of individual items. This appendix explains how values were
determined, what documentation standards are used, and how insurers should interpret the collection
as a whole.

Valuation Methodology

¢ Primary-source emphasis: documents, menus, notices, and crew/passenger papers are valued over
decorative items.

e Historical density: value increases when items include ship name, line name, date, route, or named
individuals.

* Market-based pricing: fair market value (FMV) derived from recent eBay sales, auction results, and
comparable listings.

¢ Mislisting-adjusted acquisition: many items were acquired below market due to seller
miscategorization; insurance values reflect true market replacement cost, not purchase price.

¢ Condition sensitivity: condition is considered in context; period wear is acceptable and expected for
archival material.

Typical Value Ranges by Document Type

Crew documents (passes, service cards): $75-5200+; Higher end for named roles and dated examples
2nd/3rd class menus: S60-5150; Lower class material often undervalued

Sailing notices & timetables: $75-5175 Operational, date-specific documents

Passenger / immigration papers: $75-5150; Named passenger + port/date increases value

Shipping line circulars / letterhead: $75-$175; Internal company material valued higher

Baggage / luggage labels $60-5150: Wear acceptable; ship/route specificity important
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Documentation Standards

Each item in the collection catalog is documented with the following where available:
¢ Clear photographic image of the item

e Original seller description (archival reference)

¢ Standardized, cleaned description

* Ship name and/or shipping line attribution

¢ Approximate date or service period

e Fair Market Value (FMV) estimate

Photographic Authenticity Appendix

Paper ¢ Ink * Typography e Printing ¢ Red Flags (for eBay photo vetting)

1) Paper Characteristics

* Pre-WWI paper often shows subtle fiber texture and uneven edge wear; modern paper is usually
uniformly smooth.

¢ Natural aging tends to darken edges and fold lines first; uniform overall yellowing can indicate artificial
aging or storage in acidic enclosures.

* Look for varied toning (spots, gradients). Perfectly even 'antique tan' is suspicious.

¢ Check folds: genuine old folds often show fiber breakage at the crease (soft, rounded wear) rather
than sharp cracking.

* Deckle/irregular edges can be legitimate, but perfectly straight laser-cut edges paired with 'antique'

claims are a red flag.

2) Ink Behavior

* Typewriter text often has uneven density, occasional mis-strikes, and tiny alignment drift across lines.
® Rubber stamp ink commonly fades to violet/brown tones; uniformly jet-black stamps on 'old' paper
can be suspect.

¢ Look for ink absorbed into fibers (soft edges under zoom) vs modern ink sitting on top (crisp, glossy
boundaries).

¢ Handwritten ink may show pressure variation and feathering consistent with period paper; perfect

uniformity is suspicious.
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3) Typography & Printing Methods

¢ Letterpress often leaves a slight impression; ask yourself: does the ink look pressed into the paper?
e Lithography/offset printing can show subtle density variation; modern digital prints often show
uniform toner patterns.

¢ Check for halftone dots (older printed images) vs modern inkjet micro-dots or laser toner speckle.

¢ Perfect centering, modern kerning, and flawless spacing can indicate a reproduction.

4) Layout & Design Clues

¢ Period documents often have practical, imperfect layout: awkward line breaks, uneven margins, and
slight drift.

 Look for period-specific language: 's.s.'/'r.m.s." usage, old postal formats, period abbreviations.

¢ Be wary of 'too clean' presentation: pristine paper with dramatic graphics is often modern souvenir

material.

5) Photo-Only Red Flags

¢ Seller shows only the cover — no interior pages, no close-ups of letterhead, dates, stamps, or print
texture.

* Keywords like 'replica’, 'reproduction’, 'Titanic style', 'museum quality' without provenance.

e Perfectly sharp folds and corners with no handling wear despite claimed age.

* Inconsistent fonts on the same piece (modern sans-serif paired with period letterhead).

® Glossy sheen in light reflection on what should be matte paper.

How to Combine Authenticity With MPS+

Use authenticity checks as a gate before price logic.

« If strong authenticity cues + strong context (ship/date/person), increase confidence and act faster.
e If authenticity is uncertain, treat the item as higher risk: reduce your offer or move on.

¢ Low price does not override obvious reproduction indicators.

* When in doubt, request a close-up photo of letterhead, stamps, and the reverse side (if seller allows)
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Risk & Replacement Considerations

¢ Uniqueness: many items are one-of-a-kind or survive in very low numbers.

* Replacement difficulty: comparable items may take months or years to locate.

e Market volatility: supply is inconsistent; pricing can vary significantly year to year.

¢ Context loss: value is tied to documentation; loss of provenance reduces recoverable value.
e Partial loss impact: loss of even a small subset may materially affect collection integrity.

¢ For insurance purposes, replacement cost should be based on current market availability and
documented FMV, not original acquisition cost.

Statement for Insurer / Appraiser

This collection represents a focused assemblage of historically significant ocean liner documentation
emphasizing primary-source material over decorative memorabilia. Values presented reflect realistic
replacement costs in the current collectibles market and should be reviewed periodically as market

conditions evolve.

Collection Owner Signature:

Date:

37



	How to Use This Guide
	OCEAN LINER COLLECTOR FIELD GUIDE
	EDITORIAL NOTE & TABLE OF CONTENTS
	Ocean Liner Collector Field Guide
	1. Collecting Philosophy
	2. Document Hierarchy
	3. One-Look Photo Check
	4. Mislisting Indicators
	5. Search Systems
	7. Negotiation Strategy
	8. Daily & Weekly Routines
	9. Insurance & Documentation


	EXPANDED MPS+ SCORING & NEGOTIATION APPENDIX
	MPS+ SCORING SYSTEM (EXPANDED)
	Base Mislisting Score (0–5)
	Context Bonus (0–3)
	Price Modifier (–2 to +2)
	Interpretation Thresholds

	NEGOTIATION & OFFER STRATEGY (EXPANDED)
	Listing Age Leverage
	Seller Psychology Signals
	When NOT to Negotiate
	Counter-Offer Handling

	Negotiation Offer & Counter Offer Scripts
	Initial Offer Scripts
	Counter Offer Responses
	White Star Line – Ship-by-Ship Collector Appendix


	RMS Olympic
	Overview
	Priority Document Targets
	Common Mislistings & Confusions
	Price & Rarity Notes

	MV Britannic (1930)
	Overview
	Priority Document Targets
	Common Mislistings & Confusions
	Price & Rarity Notes

	SS Adriatic
	Overview
	Priority Document Targets
	Common Mislistings & Confusions
	Price & Rarity Notes

	SS Baltic
	Overview
	Priority Document Targets
	Common Mislistings & Confusions
	Price & Rarity Notes

	SS Doric
	Overview
	Priority Document Targets
	Common Mislistings & Confusions
	Price & Rarity Notes

	RMS Majestic (ex-Bismarck)
	Overview
	Priority Document Targets
	Common Mislistings & Confusions
	Price & Rarity Notes

	RMS Aquitania
	Overview
	Priority Document Targets
	Common Mislistings & Confusions
	Price & Rarity Notes

	RMS Queen Mary
	Overview
	Priority Document Targets
	Common Mislistings & Confusions
	Price & Rarity Notes

	RMS Mauretania (1906)
	Overview
	Priority Document Targets
	Common Mislistings & Confusions
	Price & Rarity Notes

	RMS Mauretania (1938)
	Overview
	Priority Document Targets
	Common Mislistings & Confusions
	Price & Rarity Notes

	SS Doric
	RMS Majestic (ex-Bismarck)
	CUNARD LINE
	RMS Aquitania
	RMS Queen Mary
	RMS Mauretania (1906)
	RMS Mauretania (1938)
	SS United States (1952)
	Overview
	Priority Document Targets
	Common Mislistings & Confusions
	Price & Rarity Notes
	Strategy Notes

	SS America (1940)
	Overview
	Priority Document Targets
	Common Mislistings & Confusions
	Price & Rarity Notes
	Strategy Notes

	SS Leviathan (ex-Vaterland)
	CROSSOVER SPOTTING GUIDE

